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USTING OF CLAIMS 

Claims 

1 . OPreviously Amended) A system comprising; 

a transmitter for transmitting at least one encoded ^wreless signal, the at least one 
encoded tvireless signal having a predetermined range of transmission; 

means, operatively coupled to the transmitter, for detecting the presence of at least 

one object in a position; 

means, operatively coupled to the detecting means, for activating the transmitter to 
generate the at least one encoded wireless signal when the presence of the at least one object 
is detected; 

a xroeiver, remotely located with respect to Ae transmitter, capable of sensing the at 
least one encoded wireless signal when the receiver is wttUn the predeteimined range of 
transmission; and 

a receiver contioUer coupled to the receiver and ha\ing a timing fimcdon, the timing 
ftmction timing to a time int«val wherein, at the completion of each time interval, the 
recover conCioIler (i) repeals the timing fonction when the at least one encoded signal is 
sensed by the receive or (it) issues an alarm signal when the at least one encoded signal is 
not sensed by the receiver. 

2. (Original) A system as in claim 1 wherein the at least one encoded wireless signal is 
an RF signal. 

3. (Original) A system as in claim 1 wherein the detecting means comprises at least one 
switch that is an open switch whenevo- the at least one object is not in the position. 

4. (Original) A system as in claim 3 wherein said at least one switch comprises at least 
one pressure switch. 

Iiiip3i770:2 1 5 
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5. (Original) A system as in claim 1 further comprising means, operatively coupled to 
the receiver cotitroUer, for communicating an alarm when the receiver controUer issues an 
alarm ^gnaL 

6. (Original) A system as in claim 5 wherein the communicating means comprises 
audio means fw generating at least one audio output in response to the alarm signal. 

7. (Original) A system as in claim 6 wherwn the communicaling means fiirther 
comprises a second means, openitively coupled to the activating means, for generating an 
audio output when the detecUng means senses that the at least one object is in the 
position. 

8. (Original) A system as in claim 6 wherein the receiver controller further comprises a 
replaceable source for supplying power to the receiver, the receiver controller, and the 
communicating means. 

9. (Original) A systan as in daim 7 wherem said activating means further comprises a 
replaceable source for supplying power to the transmitter, the detecting means, and the 

activating means. 

10. (Original) A system as in claim Iwherwn the at least one object is a child. 

1 1 . (Original) A safety apparatus oomfnising: 
a child saifety seat; 

a transmitter, operatively connected to the duld safety seat, for tcananitting at least 
one encoded wireless signal, the signal having a predetermined range of transmission; 

means^ operatively coupled to the transmitter, for monitoring the presence of a drild 
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in the safety seat; 

means, operatively coupled to the monitoring means, for activating the transmitter to 
generate the at least one encxxled wireless signal when the presence of the cMld in the child 

safety seat is detected; 

arecetver, configured to be in the possession of a caregiver to the child, capable of 
sensing the at least one encoded wireless signal when the receiver is within the 
predetemuned range of transmission; 

& receiver controller coupled to the receiver and having a timing function, the timing 
function timing to a time interval wherein, at the completion of each time interval, the 
receiver controller (i) repeats the timing fonclion when the at least one encoded signal is 
sensed by the receiver or (ii) issues an alarm signal when the at least one encoded signal is 
not sensed by the receiver; and 

mcans^ operatively coi^led to the receiver controller, for communicating an 
alarm to the care^ver when the receiver controller issues an alann signal. 

1 2. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 1 1 wherein the at least ons encoded wirdess 
signal is an RF signal. 

13. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 1 1 wherein the monitoring means comprises at 
least one switch that is an open switch whenever the child is not m the child safety seat 

14. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 13 wherem said at least one switch comprises at 
least one pressure switch. 

1 5 (Original) An apparatus as in claim 11 wherein the communicating means finther 
comprises audio means for generating at least one audio output in response to the alarm 
fflgnal. 

1 6, (Original) An apparatus as in claim 1 5 wherein the communicating means further 

Ild003177(»i?. I 1 
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comprises a second means, opcratively coupled to the activating means, for generating an 
audio output when the monitoring means detects that the chUd is placed in the safety seat. 

17. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 1 5 vrftercin the receiver controller furthw 
comprises a source for supplying power to the receiver, the receiver controUer, and the 
oommunicating means. 

18. (Orignuil) An appar«hi5 as in claim 17 wherein the sounx is replw 

19. (Original) An apparatus as in daim 17 wherein said activating means finther 
comprises a source for supplying power to the transmitter, the monitoring means, and the 
activating means, 

20. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 19 wherein the source is replaceable. 

21 . (Original) A system for alerting a caregiver that a child has been left unattended in a 
safety seat, comprising: 

a transmitter for transmitting at least one encoded wireless signal, Ihe transmitter 
having a predetermined range of transmission; 

means, opcratively coupled to the transmitter, for detecting the presence of the child 

in the safety seat; 

means, opcratively coupled to the detecting means^ for activating the transmitter to 

generate the at least one encoded wireless signal when the presence of the child is detected; 

a fecdvCT, configured to be in the possession of the care^ver, capable of senring the 
at least one encoded wireless signal when the receiver is within tiie predetermined range of 
transmission; 

a receiver controUcar coupled to the receiver and having a timing fanction, the timing 

rTj0031-f70:2 \ 8 
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function timing to a time interval wherein, at the completion of each time ixteval, the 
receiver controller 0) repeats the tiniing ftinction when the at least one encoded signal is 
sensed by the receiver or (ii) issues an alarm signal when the at least one eocoded stgnal is 
not sensed by the receiver; and 

means, opeiatively coupled to the receiver oontfoller, for oommumcating an alarm to 
the caregiver when the reoedv^ controller issues an alarm signal. 

22. (Original) A system as in daim 21 wherein the at least one encoded wireless signal 
is an RF signal. 

23. (Original) A system as in claim 21 v^ein the detecting means comprises at least 
one switch that is an open swftdi wiicnever the child is not in the safety seat. 

24. (Ori^nal) A system as in daim 23 wherein said at least one switch comprises at 
least one pressure swhch. 

25. (Ori^nal) A system as in daim 21 wherdn the communicating means fiirther 
comprises audio means for generating at least one audio ouq?ut in response to tiie alarm 
signal. 

26. (Original) A system as in claim 25 wherein the communicating means fivHier 
comprises a second means» operatively coupled to the activating means, fi>r generating an 
audio output when the detecting means senses that the child is placed in the safety seat. 

27. (Ori^al) A system as in claim 25 wherein the receiver oontroller fiirther comprises 
a souK» fijT supplying power to the reodver, the receiver oontroller, and the communicating 
means. 

28. (Oripnal) A system as in daim 27 wherdn the source is replaceable. 

iLoasiTfoia \ 9 



PAGE 8m'RCVDAT11M/2005 2:14:03 ll[Eastm) Standard Tiine]'S^^^^ 



11/04/2885 13:58 • 7578649198 



PATENT COUNSEL FAX 



PAGE 18/14 



RcsponsetoQfficeActi«in>«fle<lAugwt».20(W Expedited Procedtire - Tech«oli»gy Center 2600 

29. (Origina]) A system as in claim 27 wherein said activating means fimher comprises 
a source for supplying power to the transmitter, tlie detecting means, and the activating 
means. 

30. (Ori^nal) A system as in claim 29 wberdn the source is replaceable. 

31. (Original) A safety apparatus comprising: 

means far monitoring the presence of a child in a child seat; and 
means, operatively connected to the monitoring means and configured to have a first 
portion aflEbced to the diild seat and a second portion configured to be maintained in the 
possession of a car«eiver tothe child, fbrwirelessly tethering a caregiver of the chUd to the 
child seat, wherein the wireless tethering means is self-activated when the monitoring means 
first senses the presence of the child in the cWld seat and wher«n the wireless tethering 
means communicates an alarm to the caregiver when the caregiver venUires beyond a 
predetennined distanoe fipm the chUd seat without having removed the chUd from the child 
seat 

32. (Original) A sal^ apparatus as in claim 3 1 wherein the wireless tethering means is 
deactivated when the child is removed fipom the child seat. 

33. (Original) A safety apparatus as in claim 31 wherein the alarm conMuunicaled to the 
caregiver is deactivated when the diild is removed fitmi the child seat 

34. (Original) A safety apparatus as in claim 3 1 wherein Ae alarm communicated to the 
caregiver is deactivated when the caregiver returns to a position within the predetermined 
distance to the child seat 

10 
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35. (Origjjial) A safety apparatus as in claim 31 wherein the alarm cxOTnnunicated to the 
caregiver and the wireless tethering system are deactivated when the child is removed from 
tibe child seat 

36. (Original) A safety apparatus as in daim 35 wherein the alarm communicated to the 
caregiver is deactivated when the caregiver returns to a position within the predetermined 
distance to the child seat. 

37. (Original) A safety apparatus as in claim 3 1 wherein the first portion of the wireless 
tethering means comprises a transmitter and the second portion of the wireless tethering 
means comprises a receiver that are cpeaAytAy coupled to one another. 

38. (Original) A method for alerting a caregiver of a diild, comprising steps for: 
automaticany activating an al^ system comprising a transmitter by placing the child 

in a pressure senstrive poaMoi^ 

transmitting 8 wireless signal ftom the vkMty of the child, the Agftai ha^ng a 

predetermined rtunge; 

maintdning in the possesion of the car^iver a receiver for the wireless signal; and 
communicatittg an alarm to the caregiver when the receiver is beyond the 

predetennined range of the signal for longer than a predetennined time interval. 

39. (Original) A method as m claim 38 further oompriaing a step for deactivating the 
alert system when the child is removed firam the pressure sensitive position. 

40. (Original) A method as in claim 38 finrther oomfnising monitoring the pressure 
sensitive portion to detect the presence or absence of the child once the alert system is 
activated. 
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41. (Original) A method as in claim 40 wherein the step for monitoring the pressure 
sensitive position comprises the act of sensing the wdgjit present in the position. 

42. (Original) A method as in claim 38 wherein the step for communicating an alann 
comprises the act of sending an audible sound to the caregiver. 

43. (Original) A method as in claim 38 wherein the step fi>r communicating an alann 
comprises the act of sending a tactile vibration to the can^ver. 

44. (Original) AmeAodasindMm38fiirtheroompriMnginadi^ 
caregiver when the diild is removed from the pressure sensitive position. 

45. (Original A method as in claim 38 ftn1herconiprisii« inactivating the alann to tf^ 
care^ver TiAenthe car^ver returns within the predetermined range of the ngnal. 

46. (Original) A method for altfting a caregiverthat a child has been left unattended in a 
child safety seat, comprising the acts of 

sensing the wdght present in the dnld sa&ty seat; 

sending an activating signal, once the i»esence of the child in the child safely seat 

has been sense4 to a transmitter that is opsarativdy connected to the child safety seat, tiie 
transmitter having a predetermined range of transmisaon for a wireless signal; 

transmitting an encoded wireless signal capable of being sensed by a receiver tiwt is 
operatively coupled to the transmitter, and 

wirelessly tethering the caregiver by maintaining the receiver in the vicinity of the 
caregiver and by issuing an alarm to the caregiver in the circumstance wherein the receiver 
is outside the predetermined rai^ of transmission but the child is still positioned in the 
safety seat. 
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